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Welcome
In 2011 the Pauatahanui Inlet Community Trust produced Living Waters, a se-

ries of short documentaries celebrating the ecology of the Porirua Harbour and 

catchment. To encourage use of this amazing series the Porirua Harbour and 

catchment Community Trust has produced a resource for teachers to encourage 

them to make use of the films in their classrooms.  Aimed for students working 

from Level 2 to level 5 (senior primary school and junior secondary), the resource 

focuses on the Science and Social Studies areas of the New Zealand Curriculum.
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Live links

Using the resource while online will enable you to fol-
low links to websites referred to throughout, including 
the online versions of Living Waters episodes and 
Ministry of Education teaching tools.

Structure

The resource is presented in three themes, each with 
a specific curriculum focus. Theme One: Ecology has 
a Science Living World focus, Theme Two: Porirua 
Harbour as a Taonga has a Social Studies focus, and 
Theme Three: Human Impact on the Harbour focuses 
on both Science and Social Studies. 

Each theme provides significant scope to integrate other 
learning areas (in particular English and The Arts), as well  
rich contexts for exploring a number of Key Competencies 
and Values.  The resource also promotes Inquiry approaches 
to teaching and learning.

Planning for action projects

Each theme encourages students to apply their learn-
ing about the issues facing the Porirua harbour and 
catchment by planning and implementing an action 
project. Taking action for the environment is one of the 
key aspects of environmental education and provides 
the opportunity for students to learn skills such as 
planning and decision making, working as a group, 
communication, and reflection.

Te kete Ipurangi has a very useful guide for planning 
action projects and is recommended:

http://efs.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources-and-tools/
Action-Planner

Useful background reading to understand the issues

Wellington City Council, Porirua City Council, Greater 
Wellington Regional Council and Ngati Toa Rangatira 
have worked together to produce the Porirua Harbour 
and Catchment Strategy and Action Plan. The front 
end of this document is very useful and interesting 
reading about the social and natural history of the har-
bour and catchment, and the “big three” threats to its 
health and future. The document can be downloaded 
from here:

http://www.pcc.govt.nz/DownloadFile/Publications/
Harbour-Management/Porirua-Harbour-and-Catch-
ment-Strategy-and-Action-Plan-March-2012

Or you can contact Porirua City Council for a copy. For 
any questions about the strategy or action plan please 
contact Keith Calder the Harbour Strategy Coordina-
tor at kcalder@pcc.govt.nz or call the council on 237 
5089. 

Field trips

Each theme of this resource includes a field trip that 
focuses on aspects of the harbour and catchment 
relevant to that theme. While the Living Waters docu-
mentaries brings learning to life for students, experi-
encing the harbour first hand will add enormous value 
to their understanding and appreciation. 
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